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city from its place on the hill. Part
of my work takes place in a building
that sits on the site of the original
‘College down in the Town’ (to
use Fr John Hall CM’s descriptive
phrase). So, while it’s hard not to
see or hear of Stannies almost
every day at present, the College
has long been part of my story and
the story of our family.

Fr Paul Devitt VG
Dean of the Cathedral
Cathedral of St Michael and St John, Bathurst

Bishop Matthew Quinn
arrived in the colony of
NSW in October 1866.
He had hardly unpacked
his bags before he set
about establishing new
schools for girls and boys,
utilising the buildings of
the denominational school
already in operation on
the corner of George and
Keppel Streets.
St Stanislaus High School opened
in January 1867 and remained in
this location as both a High School
and St Charles’ Seminary until the
relocation of both to the current
site in 1873.
Boarders were enrolled from the
first year of operation, thus giving
Stannies the distinction of being
both the first boys’ boarding school
and the first Seminary in Australia.
I currently live in Bathurst where
Stannies stands out from many
vantage points and overlooks the

My dad and uncles were educated
there in the 1930s and 1940s.
Dad spoke very affectionately
of his time at Stannies and of the
priests who taught and guided him.
Dad’s father died when he was
11 so the Stannies priests were
very significant ‘father figures’
for him. Fr John McMahon was
always singled out as a wise and
kind mentor who obviously had
a great influence on Dad. He also
kept lifelong friendships with his
classmates who included Fathers
Joe Keady and Jim Maloney.
When the time came for secondary
education for one of my cousins,
myself and each of my brothers, it
was only ever going to be Stannies
where that education would take
place.
So another generation of Devitts
were educated in the decades
of 1960s through to the 1980s.
The education and experience of
boarding school gave each of us a
wider view of the world and helped
set firm foundations on which to
build our future careers.
Being a priest in the Bathurst
Diocese and especially living in
Bathurst itself, I get to see the
current crop of Stannies men and
often think that Bishop Quinn must
be very pleased to see where the
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school has come to from its humble
beginnings and what an important
influence it is having on the lives of
so many boys as they negotiate the
journey into manhood.
The diversity of the modern
curriculum and extra-curricular
offerings that are available to the
boys enables each one to explore
his own unique gifts and talents
and grow into a young man capable
of taking on any challenge he wants
to.
The spirit of camaraderie both in
the school and in the community
is obvious and palpable. The boys
often join the Cathedral Parish for
Sunday Mass and we all enjoy their
presence - especially their singing.
They give their all to the singing
and their great contribution to
our liturgies adds a life-giving
energy to all present. Parishioners
often comment on how polite the
boys are and I’ve found this to be
consistently true whether I’ve met
them at school, in the church or
around town.
Stannies began as a Diocesan
school. In 1889, care of both
the College and the Seminary
was placed into the hands of the
Vincentians and their spirituality
has been the guiding light of
Stannies men ever since.
Underpinning everything that
happens at Stannies is the abiding
influence of St Vincent de Paul and
Blessed Frederic Ozanam – a clear
focus on reaching out to those
in need, those on the margins of
society, those doing it tough for
whatever reason.
I’ve seen this played out at every
level – from the various heads of

College I’ve worked with over 34
years, the Vincentian priests who
have lived at Stannies, the staff, the
boys and the wider Stannies family.
So many times – sometimes overtly,
sometimes working quietly behind
the scenes – Stannies personnel
have made significant differences
to the lives of people who have
found themselves in a difficult
situation where they needed a
helping hand.
At such times we see the values
and example of Jesus clearly
articulated and exemplified.
Fr John Hall CM concluded his 1944
History of St Stanislaus’ College
with ‘unbounded confidence in the
future’.
That confidence was firmly placed
then and it remains so today.
Fr F r Paul Devitt VG presenting Stannies student Elliot Hyland
with an Diocesan HSC Awards 2020

Fr Paul Devitt VG celebrating Mass at the Cathedral of Sts Michael and John
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